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Wine businesses: review your liquor licence 


New liquor licensing laws came into operation on 18 November 2019, resulting in a range of changes 
for licensed premises including cellar doors, including new licence categories and a different fee 
structure. 


The South Australian Wine Industry Association (SAWIA) is encouraging wine business owners to 
review their licenses immediately to ensure costs are minimised and new regulations are adhered to. 


“Most wine industry businesses will have their existing licence moved to the new Liquor Production 
and Sales Licence,” said SAWIA Chief Executive Brian Smedley. “Businesses with a different licence, 
or multiple licenses, should review current activity immediately to ensure that current licenses are 
appropriate to the needs of the business to ensure costs are minimised. 


“It’s important to note that licence holders may now be fined (by expiation) if a liquor licence risk 
assessment and management plan has not been completed, the management plan has not been 
reviewed at least every two years, or if employees do not receive adequate training.” 


Background 


In late 2015, the South Australian Government announced a review into the Liquor Licensing Act 
1997 (the Act). SAWIA made a comprehensive submission to the review arguing the need for red- 
tape reforms, rationalisation of licence categories and voicing our opposition to sale of alcohol in 
supermarkets. 


The report of the review was handed down in June 2016, providing 129 recommendations on 
changes the Liquor Licensing Act 1997 and changes to Government policy. In response to the report, 
the Liquor Licensing (Liquor Review) Amendment Bill 2017 (the Bill) was passed in November 2017 
and has been introduced in stages with the final stage commencing on 18 November 2019. 


On 18 December 2017 a number of red-tape reduction measures were implemented.. 


On 24 September 2018: Direct sales and delivery: Sale of liquor through direct sales (online, phone, 
mail, etc.) for delivery to the purchaser now is addressed in a stand-alone provision, requiring 
wineries to review their practices for direct sales and delivery. 


On 18 November 2019: 8 new licence categories replaced the previous 12 categories, resulting in all 
licences converting to a new liquor licence with increased fees from 1 July 2020 for current licences. 


Risk assessment and management plan. There is a long-standing requirement that licensees carry 
out a risk assessment of their operational practices and address those in a written management 
plan. However, a new change is that a failure to complete a risk assessment as required may result in 
substantial financial penalties. 


SAWIA help members understand their options and obligations for licence categories, making licence 
changes and reviewing management plans. For more information, contact Business Services 
Manager Henrik Wallgren on 8222 9270 or henrik@winesa.asn.au. 
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